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Grouping path for the intensity of STI investment in manufacturing

WANG Qiu-yun
(School of Economics and Management, Yangtze University, Jingzhou 434023, China)

Abstract ; Using 26 listed manufacturing enterprises on the main board of the Shenzhen Stock Exchange as the re-

search object, the fuzzy set qualitative comparative analysis (fsQCA) was used to explore six influencing factors

and how they combine to affect the enterprises’ investment in science and technology innovation. The study reveals

that there are three paths of strong grouping of STI investment in manufacturing industry: talent-oriented path, in-

ternal and external linkage path and internally driven path. The findings further address the asymmetric causal rela-

tionship between the intensity of STI inputs and the influencing factors.

Keywords : science and technology innovation; input intensity; configuration path; qualitative comparative analysis
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